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(ii) Animism.
Animist is a polite name for Spiritist, or Demonol-
ater. They call themselves Devil-worshippers. Their
theory of religion is that God is good, and will do nobody
any harm; therefore it is unnecessary to worship Him.
The demons, on the other hand, are wicked and must be
appeased, or they will cause some disease, or other calamity.
Hence they practise openly the worst forms of demonolatry.
Up to recent years they have been included in the general
term as Hindus, but Government now recognizes that this
cult is really quite distinct. Moreover, the Animists are
excluded from Hindu temples.
Their exact numbers are somewhat difficult to estimate.
The Census enumerators, in the districts where the Animists
are found, are mostly Hindus, and are anxious to include
under that term as large as possible a proportion of the
population. It may, however, be reasonably reckoned
that the Animists and Depressed Classes are practically
the same, and that they number about sixty millions,
though the census places the figures at much less.
(iii) Mohammedanism.
Mahommedanism ranks next in numbers to
Hinduism. The simplicity of its creed accounts largely
for its ^popularity, and for its tenacity, where once it has
taken root. The well-known " Kalima," or declaration
of faith, " There is one God and Mahommed is his prophet,"
embodies all that any one may need to know and believe,
in order to ensure him an entrance to Heaven, Its
simplicity is the very opposite of Hindu complexity and
mystery. Every one can understand and propagate the
faith. Hence every believer may, and to a large extent
does, become a missionary. I have very seldom been in
the society of Mahommedans, without their making aa
effort to convert me to their religion !
(iv) Christianity.
The Census of 1921 shows the total number of
Christians in India to be nearly .five millions, being an
increase during the last decade of 840,000.